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dies? if they were, lie feared there would be
scarcely any of them alive to land there, for they
had 'been kept so many months on board, that they
were now entirely unfit for service.

The Secretary at war took notice of all the observations of Mi\
Sheridan. He said that the detention of the troops at Plymouth,
arose from circumstances, ichich human prudence had no means of
preventing; they were detained by contrary windsf and from the
apprehensions that if they sailed, they might meet the enemy with a
force not equal to i/ieir protection; as to their destination, that was
a question which ought not to be answered. Pie denied their being
in a state which Mr. S'hcridan had represented, although they might
$e a good deal afflicted from unavoidable circumstances. With re-
gard to the orders of the admiralty, with respect to marines, he,
kneiv but little of it officially, but he believed that nothing /tad been
done in this war, which has not been usual in even/ war. With
regard to crimping, no man detested it more than he did; he mewed
it9 as every honest man did, with horror and indignation. He had
done.9 and he would continue to do, every thing in his power to sup-
press totally so detestable a practice.

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the Secretary at
War had made a distinction between things which
he ought not, and things which he could not answer.
He had declined answering", whether the troops on
board the transports were destined for the West
Indies; but had afterwards stated, they had been
prevented by certain winds from sailing to the
place of their destination. On the subject of these
troops, he could not help stating that the honorable
gentleman discovered a very great deficiency of
information; and he should think it incumbent upon
him to move for returns of those troops, and an
account of their situation, &c. An enquiry into
the scandalous, cruel, and criminal neglect by which
these men had been detained five or six months
en board the transports, in a sickly and languishing
state, would, he trusted, not come by itself, but form
part of an investigation of the causes which had
produced all the disgraces and disasters of the war.
The right honorable gentleman had stiled the vic-
tory of Lord Howe decisive ; upon that supposition
ministers indeed had acted, but the event now